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Sources of information

• Publicly available data from the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s Energy Information Administration (“EIA”). 

• Confidential data provided to the Maine Office of the 
Public Advocate from the utilities Versant Power and 
Central Maine Power Companies, subject to a 
Protective Order issued by the Maine Public Utilities 
Commission.



Data provided by the utilities allowed this analysis to: 

• See a granular view of the actual kWh rates 
charged by each CEP to customers down to the zip 
code level for each of 8 particular months over the 
last 5 years.

• Distinguish between LIAP and non-LIAP customers 
within the data set.

Data that moves us beyond averages



Limitations of this Study

• No data was provided by CEPs themselves. 

• No data was available to assign value to the 
differences between the supply products provided by 
CEPs and the standard offer (e.g. length of contract, 
discounts on other energy products, gift cards, etc.).

• No input was received from a Standard Offer supplier.



CEPs Result in Higher Supply Costs for Mainers

Premium = Amount paid by CEP customer that is above the 
Standard Offer price during the same time period.

Total Premiums paid by CEP customers 
from 2016-2024: 

$156 million



County-level results (May 2025)

Lowest income parts of the 
state pay the highest percent 
premium to CEPs

* Aroostook County has very few residential 
CEP customers (between 8 and 36 customers 
during the period of the study) so it has been 
excluded from the analysis. See Appendix 2.







In nearly every month, 
and with nearly every 
CEP, LIAP customers 
paid more than the 
standard offer.



Implications for LIAP Budget



ERAC Recommendation

Enact policy to ensure that no LIAP-
enrolled utility customer is charged more 
than the standard offer rate for their 
electricity supply. 
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